STATUTES AT LARGE

How the Certificate is to Be Signed.-The personal'and statistical par-
ticulars (items 1 to 18) shall give the name and address of the informant,
who may be any competent person acquainted with the facts.
The statement of facts relating to the disposition of the body shall be
signed by the undertaker or person acting as such.
What Physician Must Certify.-The medical certificate shall be made and
signed by the physician, if any, last in attendance on the deceased, who
shall specify the time in attendance, the time he last saw the deceased alive
and the hour of the day at which death occurred. And he shall further state
cause of death, so as to show the cause of the disease or sequence of causes
resulting in the death, giving first the name of the disease causing death
(primary cause), and the contributory (secondary) cause, if any, and the
duration of each. Indefinite and unsatisfactory terms, indicating only symp-
toms of disease or conditions resulting from disease, will not be held suffi-
cient for issuing a burial or removal permit; and any certificate contain-
ing such terms, as defined by the State Registrar, shall be returned to the
physician for correction and more definite statement. Causes of death,
which may be the result of either disease or violence, shall be carefully
defined; and, if from violence, the means of injury shall be stated, and
whether (probably) accidental, suicidal, homicidal. And in deaths in hos-
pitals, institutions, or of nonresidents, the physician shall furnish the in-
formation required under this head and may state where, in his opinion,
the disease was contracted.
Sec. 9. Certificates for Deaths Without Physician's Attendance-That
in case of death occurring without medical attendance, it shall be the
duty of the undertaker or other person acting as such, to notify the local
registrar of such death, and when so notified the registrar is authorized to
make the certificate and return from the statement of relatives or other
persons having adequate knowledge of the facts: Provided, further, That
if the death is caused by unlawful or suspicious means, the registrar shall
then refer the case to the coroner for his investigation and certification.
And any coroner whose duty it is to hold an inquest on the body of any
deceased person, and to make the certificate of death required for burial
permits, shall state in his certificate the name of the disease causing death,
or if from external causes, (1) the means of death; (2) whether (prob-
ably) accidental, suicidal or homicidal; and shall in either case furnish
such information as may be required by the State Registrar in order
properly to classify the death.
Sec. 10. Duties of Undertaker.-The undertaker, or person acting as
undertaker, shall be responsible for obtaining and filing the certificate of
death with the local registrar of the district in which the death occurs, and
for securing a burial or removal permit, prior to any disposition of the
body, except as otherwise provided in this Act. He shall obtain the per-
sonal and statistical particulars required from the person best qualified to
supply them, giving the name and addresses of his informant. He shall
then present the certificate to the attendant physician, if any, or to the
health officer, or coroner, as directed by the local registrar, for the medical
certificate of the cause of death and other particulars necessary to com-
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